
Singapore

STRUCTURE OF HIGHER EDUCATION SYSTEM

Description:

Post-secondary education is provided by three kinds of institutions: universities, polytechnics, and the ITE.

There are three publicly-funded universities: National University of Singapore, Nanyang Technological

University and Singapore Management University. There are five polytechnics: Singapore Polytechnic, Ngee

Ann Polytechnic, Temasek Polytehcnic, Nanyang Polytecnic and Republic Polytechnic.

Stages of studies:

University level first stage: Bachelor’s Degree

Admission to first degree courses is on the basis of Singapore-Cambridge GCE A-Level, Polytechnic results or

other examinations of equivalent standing. Bachelor’s (Pass or Pass with Merit or Honours) degrees are normally

obtained after 3 to 5 years, depending on the subject. Bachelor’s degrees in Dentistry, Law, Engineering, Building,

Real Estate, Architecture and Music require four years, while Medicine requires five.

University level second stage: Master’s Degree

The Master’s degree is obtained after one to three years of postgraduate study. Candidates for a Master’s by

research must hold a good Honours degree and submit a thesis. The minimum entry qualification for a Master’s by

course work and dissertation is a Bachelor’s degree or its equivalent, although requirements vary from course to

course.

University level third stage: Doctor’s Degree

The Doctor’s degree is awarded after a minimum of two further years following upon a Master’s degree.

Candidates are required to submit a thesis. The Doctorate in Business requires a combination of course work and

dissertation. The Doctor of Letters, Doctor of Laws and Doctor of Science are conferred on the basis of published

work.

ADMISSION TO HIGHER EDUCATION

Admission to non university higher education studies:

Name of secondary school credential required: Singapore-Cambridge General Certificate of Education

Ordinary Level

Minimum score/requirement: Passes in English, Mathematics and relevant subjects

For entry to: Polytechnics

Admission to university-level studies:

Name of secondary school credential required: Singapore-Cambridge General Certificate of Education

Advanced Level

Minimum score/requirement: Passes in at least two Advanced Level subjects and an attempt at General paper

in one sitting.

For entry to: Universities and Polytechnics

Alternatives to credentials: Relevant Polytechnic Diploma or any other equivalent qualifications such as the

International Baccalaureate.

Foreign students admission:

Admission requirements: To enter the National University of Singapore, Nanyang Technological University and

Singapore Management University, students must have good passes in the Singapore-Cambridge GCE A-

Level examinations or other examinations deemed suitable by the universities for admission into

undergraduate programmes. Some students may be required to take an entrance examination. To enter the

Singapore Polytechnic, Ngee Ann Polytechnic, Temasek Polytecnic, Nanyang Polytechnic and Republic
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Polytechnic, students must hold the Singapore-Cambridge GCE O-Level or equivalent with passes in English,

Mathematics and relevant subjects.

Entry regulations: Foreign students need to obtain Student Passes from the Immigration Checkpoints Authority

(ICA), 10 Kallang Road, Singapore 208 718 (http://www.ica.gov.sg).

Language requirements: Students must have a good knowledge of English.

RECOGNITION OF STUDIES

Quality assurance system:

From 2004, all applications for registration of private schools are carried out online through the Online

Business Licensing Service.

Singapore does not have a central authority that accords recognition to qualifications and courses of study.

NATIONAL BODIES

Ministry of Education

Minister: Ng Eng Hen

1 North Buona Vista Drive

Singapore 138675

Tel: +65 6872 2220

Fax: +65 6775 5826

EMail: contact@moe.edu.sg

WWW: http://www.moe.gov.sg

National Research Foundation - NRF

100 High Street

#03-02 The Treasury

Singapore 179434

Tel: +65 6332 9010

Fax: +65 6332 9011

EMail: nrf_contact@nrf.gov.sg

WWW: http://www.nrf.gov.sg/

Role of national body: Department under the Prime Minister’s Office responsible for providing Secretariat

support to the Research, Innovation and Enterprise Council (RIEC), chaired by the Prime Minister; coordinating

the research of different agencies within the larger national framework in order to provide a coherent strategic

overview and direction; developing policies and plans to implement the five strategic thrusts for the national

R&D agenda; implementing national research, innovation and enterprise strategies approved by the RIEC, and

to allocate funding to programmes that meet the NRF strategic objectives.

Association of Pacific Rim Universities - APRU

President, Steering Committee: Yuichiro Anzai

Secretary General: Kenneth J. McGillivray

c/o National University of Singapore

University Hall

Lee Kong Chian Wing, Level 3

21 Lower Kent Ridge Road

Singapore 119077

Tel: +65 6516 3140

Fax: +65 6778 2285
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EMail: apru@apru.org

WWW: http://www.apru.org/

Data for academic year: 2005-2006

Source: Singapore Ministry of Education, 2005 (Bodies, 2008)

INSTITUTIONS

PUBLIC INSTITUTIONS

NANYANG TECHNOLOGICAL UNIVERSITY
(NTU)

50 Nanyang Avenue, Singapore 639798
Tel: +65 6791-1744
Fax: +65 6791-1604

Website: http://www.ntu.edu.sg

President: Su Guaning (2003-)
Tel: +65 6790-5100, Fax: +65 6791-9516
EMail: president@ntu.edu.sg

Provost: Bertil Andersson
Tel: +65 6514-8332 EMail: provost@ntu.edu.sg

International Relations: Sonny Lim EMail: d-iro@ntu.edu.sg

Colleges
Engineering (Aeronautical and Aerospace Engineering; Biomedical
Engineering; Chemical Engineering; Civil Engineering; Computer
Engineering; Electrical and Electronic Engineering; Environmental
Engineering; Materials Engineering; Mechanical Engineering) Dean:
Pan Tso-Chien; Humanities, Arts and Social Sciences (Arts and
Humanities; Chinese; Communication Studies; Design; Economics;
English; Media Studies; Psychology; Social Sciences; Sociology)
Dean: Lawrence Wong Wang-Chi; Science (Applied Physics; Biol-
ogy; Biomedicine; Chemistry; Mathematics; Physics) Division Head:
Lee Soo Ying

Institutes
Education (National) (Arts and Humanities; Asian Studies; Curri-
culum; Education; English Studies; Mathematics Education; Natural
Sciences; Performing Arts; Physical Education; Preschool Educa-
tion; Science Education; Social Studies; Special Education; Sports;
Visual Arts) Director: Lee Sing Kong

Schools
Business (Nanyang) (Accountancy; Business Administration)
Dean: Jitendra Sing; International Studies (S. Rajaratnam) (Asian
Studies; International Relations; International Studies; Military Sci-
ence) Director: Barry Desker

Further Information: Also some 50 Research Centres

History: Founded 1955 as Nanyang University. Acquired presen
title 1991 and autonomous status 2006.

Governing Bodies: Board of Trustees, comprising 19 members

Academic Year: July to June (July-December; January-June)

Admission Requirements: 2 General Certificate of Education
(GCE) at Advanced (‘A’) level or equivalent. Candidates who have
obtained relevant diplomas from any of the Polytechnics in Singa-
pore may also apply for admission. International students with
equivalent qualifications may also apply.

Fees: (Singapore Dollars): c. 6,360 per annum; c. foreign students,
9,540

Main Language(s) of Instruction: English

International Co-operation: With some 400 universities in Aus-
tralia, Austria, Belgium, Canada, China, Czech Republic, Denmark,
Finland, France, Germany, Hong Kong, India, Ireland, Japan,
Korea, Malaysia, Mexico, Netherlands, New Zealand, Norway,
Philippines, Poland, Russia, South Africa, Spain, Sweden, Swit-
zerland, Taiwan, Thailand, UK, USA and Vietnam

Degrees and Diplomas: Bachelor Honours: Accountancy (B.Acc);
Business (B.Bus), 3 yrs; Bachelor Honours: Aerospace Engineering
(B.Eng (Aerospace Engineering)); Bioengineering (B.Eng (Bioengi-
neering)); Biological Sciences (B.Sc (Biological Sciences)); Che-
mical and Biomolecular Engineering (B.Eng (Chemical and
Biomolecular)); Chemistry and Biological Chemistry (BSc (Chem-
istry and Biological Chemistry)); Chinese (BA (Chinese)); Civil and
Environmental Engineering (BEng (Civil Engineering)); Commu-
nication Studies (BCommStudies); Communication Studies
(B.CommStudies); Computer Engineering (B.Eng (Computer Engi-
neering)); Computer Science (B.Eng (Computer Science)); Digital
Animation (BFA (Digital Animation)); Digital Film Making (BFA(
Digital Film Making)); Digital Photography (BFA (Digital Photo-
graphy)); Economics (BA (Economics)); Education (BA, BSc);
Electrical and Electronic Engineering (B.Eng (Electrical and Elec-
tronic Engineering)); English (BA (English)); Environmental Engi-
neering (B.Eng (Environmental Engineering)); Maritime Studies
(BSc (Maritime Studies)); Materials Engineering (B.Eng (Materials
Engineering)); Mathematical Sciences (BSc (Mathematical Sci-
ences)); Mechanical Engineering (B.Eng (Mechanical Engineering));
Physics and Applied Physics (BSc (Physics and Applied Physics));
Psychology (BA (Psychology)); Sociology (BA (Sociology)), 4 yrs;
Master’s Degree (MA): a further 1-3 yrs; Doctor’s Degree. Also
Double Degrees

Student Services: Sports facilities, Language programs, Handi-
capped facilities, Academic counselling, Health services, Social
counselling, Canteen, Employment services, Foreign Studies Cen-
tre, Foreign student adviser

Student Residential Facilities: 16 halls of residence

Libraries: Lee Wee Nam Library (Science and Reference); Art,
Design and Media Library; Library 2; NIE Library (Education) Wang
Gungwu Library (Overseas Chinese collection)

Publications: Research Report (annually)

Academic Staff 2007-2008 MEN WOMEN TOTAL

FULL-TIME 1,082 366 1,448
PART-TIME 138 18 156

STAFF WITH DOCTORATE
FULL-TIME 946 261 1,207

Student Numbers 2007-2008
All (Foreign Included) 15,485 13,464 28,949

Last Updated: 01/09/08

NATIONAL UNIVERSITY OF SINGAPORE (NUS)

21 Lower Kent Ridge Road, Singapore 119077
Tel: +65 6516-6666

Website: http://www.nus.edu.sg

President: Choon Fong Shih (2000-)
Tel: +65 6516-1811-2432, Fax: +65 6779-5481
EMail: uprshih@nus.edu.sg

Registrar: Siau Gek Ang
Tel: +65 6516-2446, Fax: +65 6778-6371
EMail: reghead@nus.edu.sg

International Relations: Anne Pakir
Tel: +65 6516-4355, Fax: +65 6778-0177
EMail: irohead@nus.edu.sg

Centres
English Language Communication (Communication Studies;
English; Writing) Director: Lian Aik Wong
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