
Guyana

STRUCTURE OF HIGHER EDUCATION SYSTEM

Description:

Higher education in Guyana is provided by the University of Guyana and by specialized Institutions of higher

education: Technical Institutes, a College of Education, a School of Agriculture and a Management Training

Institute. Resources come from Government grants. The University is governed by the University Council and

the Academic Board.

Stages of studies:

University level first stage: Undergraduate studies

The minimum entrance requirement for a Bachelor’s Degree is the Caribbean Examinations Council Secondary

Education Certificate (general proficiency) or the General Certificate of Education ‘O’ level. Courses last four years

in Architecture, and three to four years in Arts, Natural Sciences, Social Sciences and Technology. The University

also offers a one-year course in Law for students preparing the Bachelor of Law at the University of the West

Indies (Barbados). Three-year courses lead to the award of a Certificate in Medical Technology and to various

Diplomas: Radiotherapy and Physiotherapy in three years, Management and Technology in two years. A first

Degree is a prerequisite in education.

University level second stage: Graduate studies

Graduate studies lead to the award of a Master’s Degree in Arts, Science or Social Sciences, following a minimum

of one year of study, more often two. The University of Guyana also confers Graduate Diplomas in Education and

Development Studies after two years’ study.

Distance higher education:

The Institute of Distance and Continuing Education (IDCE), which is a branch of the University of Guyana,

offers a Diploma in Occupational Health and Safety. It also collaborates with the National Association of Secre-

taries in offering a two-year programme leading to the award of the Administrative Professional Secretaries

Diploma.

ADMISSION TO HIGHER EDUCATION

Admission to non university higher education studies:

Name of secondary school credential required: Caribbean Secondary Education Certificate

Name of secondary school credential required: General Certificate of Education Ordinary Level

Admission to university-level studies:

Name of secondary school credential required: Caribbean Secondary Education Certificate

Minimum score/requirement: Five CSEC Grades 1 to 3 at no more than 2 sittings; English and Mathematics

are major subjects for entry to School of Education and Humanities, faculties of Health Sciences, Natural

Sciences, Social Sciences and Technology.

For entry to: All institutions and programmes

Name of secondary school credential required: General Certificate of Education Ordinary Level

Minimum score/requirement: Five O levels at no more than 2 sittings; English and Mathematics are major

subjects for entry to School of Education and Humanities, Faculties of Health Sciences, Natural Sciences,

Social Sciences and Technology.

Foreign students admission:

Apply to individual institution: Yes

For entry to: University courses
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NATIONAL BODIES

Ministry of Education

Minister: Henry Jeffrey

Permanent Secretary: Ganga Persaud

26 Brickdam

Georgetown

Tel: +592 223 7900

Fax: +592 225 8511

WWW: http://www.sdnp.org.gy/minedu/

Role of national body: Education delivery; development of policies for all levels of the education system in

Guyana; implementation of plans to achieve objectives affecting education delivery.

Data for academic year: 2007-2008

Source: Guyana National Commission for UNESCO, 2007 (Bodies, 2008)

INSTITUTIONS

UNIVERSITY OF GUYANA (UG)

PO Box 10-1110, Turkeyen, Greater Georgetown
Tel: +592 222-4184
Fax: +592 222-3596

EMail: registrar_ug@yahoo.com
Website: http://www.uog.edu.gy

Vice-Chancellor and Principal: James G. Rose (1996-)
Tel: +592-222-3583, Fax: +592-222-2118 EMail: vc@uog.edu.gy

Administrative Officer: James G. Rose
Tel: +592-222-3583 EMail: registry@uog.edu.gy

Faculties
Agriculture and Forestry (Agriculture; Animal Husbandry; Crop
Production; Forestry; Soil Science) Dean: Theodosius Velloza;
Health Sciences (Dentistry; Environmental Studies; Health Sci-
ences; Medical Technology; Medicine; Nursing; Pharmacy; Radi-
ology; Surgery) Dean: Dickson Hooper; Natural Sciences (Biology;
Chemistry; Computer Science; Environmental Studies; Mathe-
matics; Physics; Statistics) Dean: Brij Bhushan Tewari; Social
Sciences (Accountancy; Banking; Communication Studies;
Finance; Government; International Relations; Law; Management;
Marketing; Public Administration; Social Sciences; Social Work;
Sociology) Dean: Michael Scott; Technology (Aeronautical and
Aerospace Engineering; Agricultural Engineering; Architecture; Civil
Engineering; Electrical Engineering; Engineering Management;
Geological Engineering; Mechanical Engineering; Technology)
Dean: Sherwood Lowe

Institutes
Development Studies (Development Studies) Director: Clive Tho-
mas; Distance and Continuing Education (Communication Stu-
dies; Criminology; Developmental Psychology; English; Hygiene;
Industrial Management; International Relations; Management;
Marketing; Mathematics; Nutrition; Occupational Health; Preschool
Education; Primary Education; Public Relations; Secretarial Studies;
Social Work; Sociology; Spanish) Director: Francis Glasgow

Research Units
Amerindian Studies (Amerindian Languages) Co-ordinator:
George Simon

Schools
Earth and Environmental Sciences (Environmental Studies;
Geography) Director: Mark Bynoe; Education and Humanities
(Administration; Agriculture; Business Education; Economics; Eng-
lish; Fine Arts; French; Geography; History; Home Economics; Lit-
eracy Education; Literature; Mathematics; Modern Languages;
Music; Preschool Education; Primary Education; Science Educa-
tion; Social Studies; Spanish; Teacher Training; Technology Edu-

cation; Theatre; Tourism; Writing) Dean: Tota Mangar;
Professional Development (Agriculture; Arts and Humanities;
Education; Forestry; Health Sciences; Natural Sciences; Protective
Services; Social Sciences; Technology)

Units
Women’s Studies (Women’s Studies) Co-ordinator: Yvette Burke

History: Founded and acquired present status 1963.

Governing Bodies: Council; Academic Board

Academic Year: September to May (September-December; Feb-
ruary-May)

Admission Requirements: Three subjects at the GCE Advanced
Level plus two subjects at CXC General Proficiency/GCE Ordinary
Level or two subjects at the GCE Advanced Level plus three subject
at the CXC/CSEC General Proficiency/ GCE Ordinary Level in both
case English and in some case Mathematics must be among the
subjects obtained. A minimum of five CXC/CSEC General Profi-
ciency (Grades I, II or III)/ five passes at GCE ‘O’ Level at ONE
sitting, including English Language, the subject(s) required for the
pursuit of the major, where applicable, and Mathematics for desig-
nated programmes. Or a minimum of 6 CXC/CSEC General Profi-
ciency( Grades I, II or III)/ six passes at the GCE ‘O’ Level AT NOT
MORE THAN TWO SITTINGS, including English Language, the
subject(s) required for the pursuit for the pursuit of the major, where
applicable, and Mathematics for designated programmes.

Fees: (Guyana Dollars): Local students: 127,000-500,000; Foreign
students: 4,000-10,000 US$

Main Language(s) of Instruction: English

International Co-operation: With universities in Brazil, Canada,
Suriname, United Kingdom, USA, Netherlands, Caribbean.

Degrees and Diplomas: Bachelor’s Degree: Agriculture (Bsc); Arts
(BA); Biology; Chemistry; Computer Science; Environmental Stu-
dies; Mathematics; Physics; Statistics (BSc); Communication;
Economics; International Studies; Law; Management; Public Man-
agement; Social Work; Sociology; Political Science/History
(BSocSc); Education (BEd), 4 yrs; Bachelor’s Degree: Architecture;
Civil Engineering; Electrical Engineering; Mechanical Engineering;
Mining Engineering; Geology (BEng), 2 yrs; Bachelor’s Degree:
Forestry (BSc), 4 yrs; Bachelor’s Degree: Medicine and Surgery
(MBBS), 5 yrs; Bachelor’s Degree: Nursing (BSc), 3 yrs; Master’s
Degree: Forest Biology (MSc); History (MA), a further 1-2 yrs;
Graduate Diploma: Development Studies; International Studies, 1
yr; Graduate Diploma: Education (DipEd), 2 yrs. Also Diplomas and
Certificates, 1-3 yrs

Student Services: Sports facilities, Handicapped facilities, Aca-
demic counselling, Health services, Social counselling, Canteen

Student Residential Facilities: Yes

GUYANA–Institutions
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